Stata destring with removing
weird characters

STATA destring with only keeping numeric numbers

The newest solution to this problem is:
egen-method as described below followed by:

1] 1] 1] 1] )

replace problemvar = subinstr(problemvar, ",", ".",
https://www.stata.com/statalist/archive/2009-05/msg00862.html

followed by:
destring problemvar, replace *without the 'dpcomma' option.

Dieter Van Der Westhuizen

Mon 2020-07-27 03:01 PM
Sent Items

To:Jody Rusch (jody.rusch@nhls.ac.za);
Follow-up from my previous email:

*This command works when one has either comma or period in the
field:

destring kknew3, replace dpcomma


https://dieter.portfolio.nhls-results.co.za/2020/09/27/stata-destring-with-removing-weird-characters/
https://dieter.portfolio.nhls-results.co.za/2020/09/27/stata-destring-with-removing-weird-characters/

podphos new nananew kEknewl kknew3

BS 13€ 33 3.3
114 133 25 2.8
57 135 - 4
101 131 34 3.4
10& 13 23 2.3
134 135 26 2.6
151 137 27 2.7
105 135 Z& Z.E
135

105 134 24 3.4
107 132 3e 3.E
213 13 26 2.6
131 127 33 3.3

Dieter Van Der Westhuizen
Mon 2020-07-27 02:39 PM
Sent Items

How to strip special characters in STATA variables:
Type the following:

3k >k 5k 3k >k 5k >k >k 5k 3k >k 5k >k >k 5k >k >k 5k >k >k ok 5k k >k >k >k ok k ki kok >k kok ke
program define extrnum

version 7

syntax varlist(max=1) , gen(str)
local maxlen: type “varlist'

local maxlen=substr(" maxlen'",4,.)
tempvar work

qui gen strl “work'=""

forvalues i=1/ maxlen' {



qui replace "work'="work'+substr( varlist',6 "i',1) if
real(substr( varlist',6 "i',1))<.

}

gen "gen'=real( work')

end

>k 5k >k 5k >k >k >k 3k 5k >k 5k >k 5k >k >k >k >k 5k >k 5k >k 5k >k >k >k >k 5k >k 5k >k 5k >k >k >k >k >k k

How to use:
extrnum varl, gen(newvarl)

It works perfectly except it drops the commas too:

kk _new clcl new heo3bicarb~w heo3aniong~w wureaurea new Ccrtcreat new cricomment~w osmoosmola~w = Ccaca new mgmg_new podphos_new
34 113 1€ 1z 41 21 215 78 120
40 20 24 237 as as
43 loe 2 21 30 70 202
38 113 2 23 45 34
38 108 14 23 a7 79 €0
3 12 € 17 34 ES 144
-] 12% 21 2
23 118 7 le2
27 116 23 &5 1) -1 185
18 110 21 48 44 3 li8 143
. . . € 230
33 107 7 29 34 87 €L
40 114 3 3 26 28 ? 96
2% 10€ 16 21 24 7 38
21 104 ] 22 <} €4 138
EL: -1 23 al 54 136 € 182
27 85 24 38 45 14€ 7 23¢
20 57 21 37 47 2 72 280
35 112 14 34 31 232 €5
33 113 17 34 as
25 113 11 2 15 35 7 114
4 113 12 14 12 32 E7 97
34 1o0s 1 15 23 35 7 105 101

**Thus use:

findit egenmore
install the
instructions.

**and

**Then one can specify to keep the following characters:

app

“egenmore”

egen kknew3 = sieve(kk), char(0123456789.,)

**Which lets you end up with this:

by following the



kknewl kknew3

43 4,3
EY:] 2,8
38 3,8
3 3
9 9
3 3
1z 1,8
23 3,
40 4.

Aa]
= [¥5] [} Le4]

20 2.0
Destringing this doesn’t work yet, as some characters have “.”

a n

and others have “,
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https://www.statalist.org/forums/forum/general-stata-discussio

n/general/967675-removing-non-numeric-characters-from-strings
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